
Milestone Capital Advisors
& GiveIndia come together to support
Girl Child Education in India

Overview
Milestone Capital Advisors, a US$ 800 mn Private Equity Real Estate fund house, has partnered with 
Give India, a not for profit organization to promote and support the cause of ‘Girl Child Education in 
Rural India’. Both organizations have jointly tied up with IIMPACT, to set up ‘Ved Prakash Arya Learning 
Centres’ in villages across select economically neglected regions in India. The initiative was flagged off, 
in 2010, in 6 different villages in the South 24 Parganas District in West Bengal and subsequently moved 
to Kota, Rajasthan.

Salient Features

villages and identified the girls to whom the ‘Learning 
Centre’ facility could be extended. A regular contact 
and communication was maintained with their parents 
and community members on the benefits of the 
exercise. With these persistent efforts the girls not only 
joined the ‘Learning Centers’ but also became regulars.

‘Learning Centre’ must be 
contributed by the village community. By doing so the 
learning centers are established near the dwellings of 
the girls. Therefore, the girls now don’t have to travel a 
long distance to find a school.

IIMPACT Resource Centre in Gurgaon. Over the course 
of training the teachers learned several modules and 
conducted various group activities. 

Shiksha Samiti 
was formed in each of the 6 villages. Of the 6 members, 
3 are required to be women. Individuals included in 
these Education Committees are either parent of 
students, village ‘pradhans’, or other members who 
show an interest in providing education to the girls of 
the village. Issues pertaining to the ‘Learning Centre’ as 
well as any thoughts of the committee members with 
regards to the learning centre are voiced in this forum.

meetings with the teachers under their supervision. 
Issues pertaining to each teacher’s specific learning 
centre were discussed.

Objective 
The objective of the program is to set up the ‘Ved Prakash Arya Learning Centres’ in these villages and 
bring together young girls residing in the vicinity together on a common platform and provide them 
with basic education facilities. These girls have been previously deprived of basic education facilities 
and are usually involved in labour activities or are employed in the fields. Prior consent is taken from the 
girl’s parents and local village authorities to enable the participation into the program.



Education Methodology
 The girls were initially initiated into the Foundation Course so as to try and establish the learning capacity 
of each student and subsequently were divided into groups as per their ability and progress in the 
foundation course.

 The Foundation Course covers all the basic concepts that are requirements to qualify as a literate 
individual. This consists of learning Local Languages, Mathematics, EVS, English, Basic alphabets, Basic 
numbers and environmental concepts such as cleanliness, hygiene, features of plants and animals, etc.

Impact
 The parents of these girls were extremely happy with the progress their children were making and 
many of them have started devolving the girls from the domestic duties or other work. 

 Many parents have encouraged their children to join government schools and persue higher education. 

leading mobile hand set manufacturer to adopt the 6 villages 
in West Bengal to provide education on a full time basis, allowing Milestone to focus on a new area 
needing support.
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